
The next steps… 

Phonics and Reading 

Year 1 Team 



Main elements 

Word Reading 

 
(Including Phonics) 

Retrieve 

Explore 

Deduce & Infer 



Year 1 Reading Ladder 



How did you 

learn to read? 
 

 



What is 
phonics? 



ghoti 
 

 

What is 
this word? 



ghoti = fish 
 

 

How? 



o – “i” - women 
 

gh – “f” - cough 
 

ti – “sh” - nation 
 

ghoti = fish 
 

 



What is 
phonics? 

A systematic approach… 

Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing of the 
English language by children learning sounds and linking them to 

letters.  

A written language is basically a kind of 

a code. Teaching phonics is just 

teaching children to crack that code.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading_(process)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language


What is 
phonics? 

So what goes in to phonics?… 

Words are made up from small units of sound 

called phonemes. There are 44 sounds in the 

English language that we teach the 

children…  

…however...we only have 26 

letters in the alphabet so some 

graphemes are made up from 

more than one letter.  Digraphs 

are two letters that make one 

sound (sh, ch, th). 

Trigraphs are three letters that 

make one sound (air, ear, ure). 



What is 
phonics? 

Main components of phonics in 

Year 1 and 2… 
1. GPC 

Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence 

Recapping 



What is 
phonics? 

Main components of phonics… 

1. GPC 

Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence 

Introducing 



What is 
phonics? 

Main components of phonics… 

2. Blending…Reading… 

Children do go past this stage but need to 

be able to use this strategy  when reading 

an unfamiliar word. 



What is 
phonics? 

National phonics screening check … 

Week commencing 12th June 2017 

 

Really important that children are in school this week. 

The National phonics screening check is a statutory assessment that was 

introduced in 2012 to all Year 1 pupils and is a quick and easy check of your 

child’s phonics knowledge. 

What is in the phonics screening check? 

It comprises of a list of 40 words and nonsense words. It will assess 

phonics skills and knowledge learnt through reception and year 1. 
Your child will read one‐one with a teacher and will be a familiar face. Your 

child will read up to 4 words per page and they will probably do the check 
in 10‐15 minutes. They will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend 

the sounds together. The check is very similar to tasks the children 

already complete during phonics lessons. 



What is 
phonics? 

Main components of Reading… 

1. First 100 High Frequency Words 

Not decodable 

 

Children just 

have to learn 

these to memory! 

Decodable 



What is 
phonics? 

Main components of Reading… 

2. Next 200 High Frequency Words 



What is 
vocabulary 

comparison? 

Vocabulary Comparison 



Vocabulary Comparison 

What word means 

the same as like? 

Which word or phrase 
means the same as ‘enjoy’?  
Tick one box.  
 
sad 
enjoy 
dislike 

Can you think of 

other words that 

means the same 

as enjoy? 



What is 
retrieving? 

Retrieve 



Retrieve 

What happens when Giant 
George’s wish comes true’?  
Tick one box.  
 
He says magic is strange 
He gets smaller and smaller 
He gets bigger and bigger 

What is happening 
at this point in the 

story? 

What is Giant 

George’s wish? 



What is 
exploring? 

Explore 



Explore 

Why are some 

words written in 

bold in the text? 

When will you see a small 
shoot’?  
 
 
____________________ 

Where do the roots 
grow? 



What is 
deducing  

and inferring? 

Deduce & Infer 



Deduce & Infer 

How do you know 

that he enjoys 

having a little 
brother? 

What might 

happen next? 

How does Sam feel?  
 
 
____________________ 



Help at 
home 



How can you help at home? 

Continue sharing stories with your child to encourage 

reading for pleasure. 

Help at 
home 

Encourage your child to apply their reading skills in the 

wider world eg: reading subtitles on the TV, menus in 

restaurants.  

Keep an eye on your child’s planner and newsletters 

to stay up to date with our new sounds and words.  

Use your imagination to practise High Frequency 

Words – cut them up and hide them, play snap etc.  



Top tips for helping at home… Help at 
home 

PhonicsPlay - Phonics games, planning, 

assessments and printables 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPWByOuBmsgCFQzpFAod2-QAVA&url=http://clubs-kids.scholastic.co.uk/products/Songbirds-Phonics-The-Scrap-Rocket-Julia-Donaldson-9780198466734&psig=AFQjCNEZnWgFVkTSDeB1Ir0OVhwlp6NB-A&ust=1443539457229747
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


 

Phonics and Reading 

 
Thanks for listening  

 


