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ghoti

o – “i” - womengh – “f” - cough ti – “sh” - nation

ghoti = fish



How did you 

learn to read?



What is 
phonics?



What is 
phonics?

A systematic approach…

Phonics is a method for teaching early reading and writing of the

English language by children learning sounds and linking them to

letters.

A written language is basically a kind of

a code. Teaching phonics is just

teaching children to crack that code.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading_(process)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language


What is 
phonics?

So what goes in to phonics?…

Words are made up from small units of sound

called phonemes. There are 44 sounds in the

English language that we teach the

children…

…however...we only have 26 

letters in the alphabet so some 

graphemes are made up from 

more than one letter.  Digraphs

are two letters that make one 

sound (sh, ch, th).

Trigraphs are three letters that 

make one sound (air, ear, ure).
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1. GPC

Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence
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What is 
phonics?

Jolly phonics actions…

Group 1

s Weave hand in an s shape, like a snake, and say ssssss.

a Wiggle fingers above elbow as if ants crawling on you and say a, a, a.

t Turn head from side to side as if watching tennis and say t, t, t..

p Pretend to puff out candles and say p, p, p.

i Pretend to be a mouse by wriggling fingers at end of nose and squeak i, i, i

n Make a noise, as if you are a plane – hold arms out and say nnnnnn.



What is 
phonics?

Main components of phonics…

2. Blending…Reading…



What is 
phonics?

p i m

Alien words

3. Applying the skill of blending sounds



What is 
phonics?

Main components of phonics…

4. Segmenting…Spelling

p i g



What is 
phonics?

Main components of phonics…

5. Tricky words…(NOT decodable)

Children just have to learn these to memory!



Help at 
home



How can you help at home?

• Your child will receive a reading record. 

• Children begin by taking home books 

without words…

Help at 
home

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOzH1qD_mcgCFUw4FAodD24J-A&url=http://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Primary/Literacy/GuidedReading/Rigbystarguided/ISBN/FoundationP1(Lilac)Packof6/RigbyStarGuidReceptionP1LilacLevelCurlyandtheCherries6PackFrameworkEdition.aspx&psig=AFQjCNH3ot2cNDm87TJwNduBziIlj-TSSQ&ust=1443538796917043


How can you help at home?

• Children then begin to bring home 

books with simple words.

• Blend the words AND talk about the 

story. 

• Children will bring home two books a 

week. 

• We’ll keep you posted with stickers.

• Home reader books – enjoyment of 

reading!   

Help at 
home

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOPsmv__mcgCFUJCFAodm7oK6g&url=http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3033883-sam-s-pot&psig=AFQjCNFFQ8JuR1iTM3rEW2wK4TrY57Pzsg&ust=1443539005426628


Top tips for helping at home…Help at 
home

PhonicsPlay - Phonics games, planning, 

assessments and printables

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPWByOuBmsgCFQzpFAod2-QAVA&url=http://clubs-kids.scholastic.co.uk/products/Songbirds-Phonics-The-Scrap-Rocket-Julia-Donaldson-9780198466734&psig=AFQjCNEZnWgFVkTSDeB1Ir0OVhwlp6NB-A&ust=1443539457229747
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
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Handwriting
Why cursive?

1. Presentation – Every letter starts on the line. 

2. Consistency & Transition across school. 

3. Spelling.

4. Reduce letter reversals.



Handwriting

Supporting at home…





Handwriting

Fine and gross motor control

Other ways we encourage children to practise 

forming letters and increase coordination and control 

when handling mark-making tools. 



An introduction to…

Phonics
Slides will be available via Bloomz

Thanks for listening 
Question Time 

Please come and see us if you have any questions or queries about 

phonics! 


